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Ted Talk by the late, great Rita Pierson
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EVERY KID NEEDS
A CHAMPION

Rita Pierson was an esteemed educator and a powerful speaker
renowned for her TED Talk titled “Every Kid Needs a Champion.” With
over 40 years of experience in the education sector, Pierson dedicated
her life to fostering educational environments where students could
thrive. Her career spanned various roles, including classroom teacher,
counselor, assistant principal, and testing coordinator, all of which
provided her with a comprehensive understanding of the educational
landscape.



TED Talils  Rito Pierson "EVERY KID NEEDS A CHAMPION'

Pre-listening activities

1. Read the following keywords and think about how they
might be connected to the title of Rita Pierson's talk.
Write your thoughts and guesses opposite each keyword.

Keyword
Education
Connection
Teacher
Student
Champion
Belief
Inspiration

2. Compile the mind map with words
a from the title.

Your Associations & Predictions

While-listening activities
1. As you watch the video, fill in the gaps with missing words based on what you hear:

1.We know why kids don't learn. It’s either ..., low attendance, negative peer influences.

2.But one of the things that we never discuss or we rarely discuss is the value and importance of human connection — ....
3."Every kid needs a ..., an adult who will never give up on them, who understands the ...of connection, and insists they
become the best they can possibly be."

4.Tell a kid you're ..., they're in shock.

5."You were chosen to be in my class because | am the ... teacher and you are the... students, they put us all together so we
could show everybody else how to do it.”

6."Children don't learn from people they don't ...

7."l put a "+2" and a big ... face on a student's quiz because he answered two questions correctly. His reaction showed me
the power of ... feedback".

8."Our job is to teach the ... child, not just content.”

9."Relationships are the...of learning.”

10."Teaching and learning should bring ...".

2. Decide if the following statements are True (T) or False (F) according to the video:

Teaching is not just about delivering content; it's about connecting with students. __

Children thrive when they receive unconditional support and belief from adults. __

Emotional connections between teachers and students negatively affect academic performance. __
Strong teacher-student relationships increase students' self-confidence and motivation. __

3. During the second viewing, jot down key points from Rita Pierson'’s talk. Focus on:
Main themes or ideas presented.

Specific examples or stories shared by Rita
Important quotes or memorable lines

Post-listening activities

1. Based on what you have watched, respond to the following questions:

What is the central message of Rita Pierson’s TED Talk?

Provide an example from the video illustrating the importance of strong teacher-student relationships.
How does Rita describe the role of a teacher in influencing a child’s life?

Reflect on a situation in your own life where a teacher or mentor played a significant role in your

development. How important is it that a teacher raises their students’ self-esteem?
2. Discuss with Partner

Comments (something you found strange, exciting, useful, interesting, funny, etc).Reasons for your opinion.

Who would you recommend this lecture? Why?

3. Design a motto

Based on Rita Pierson’s philosophy, design a motto or slogan that embodies the spirit of being a “champion”
for your students. Share it with the class.

CARD N°92 CARD N°93

1.Who is a ""champion’ for you?
2.Explain what qualities you think are
important in a champion.

3.Did you ever have a "champion in
your life?

LiBriefly describe a person who
believed in you and had a positive
influence on your life.

5.How can teachers become champions
for their students?

6.Mention at least three practical
ways teachers can support and
motivate students.

1.Explain why good relationships are
important.

2.Describe how they affect students'
learning.

3Give an example from your own
experience where good relationships in
school affected you positively.
Aligree/disagree with Rita Pierson's idea
that every child needs a champion.
5.Summarize your thoughts and
conclude your speech.

6.c How can this message be put into
practice?

1.How did Rita Pierson explain the idea
of “significant  relationships” in

learning?
2.Describe the moment when Rita
Pierson realized the power of

forgiveness and apology in teaching.
3.How did a student react when the
teacher wrote "+2" and drew a smiley
face on his test, scoring only 2 out of
20 correct answers?

L Tell the story of how Rita Pierson's
mother helped a struggling student
gain confidence.



